
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I wanted to share this bit of information 

with you as it pertains to National 

Homeownership Month! 

Amidst the COVID-19 Pandemic, our 

housing counselors worked together to 

create and execute weekly educational 

webinars on Self-Help Housing Programs. 

These free webinars made it possible to 

learn about homeownership and Housing 

Assistance programs, from certified 

housing counselors, from virtually 

anywhere! Thanks in part to this great 

opportunity, Housing Assistance is now 

receiving more applications than ever, and 

currently we have 199 active applicants! 

Another amazing accomplishment-Just 

this year, our counselors have increased 

our scope of down payment assistance 

from 3 to now 20 counties!  

 

-Kaitlynn Lovelace 

Marketing and Special Events Coordinator 

Housing Assistance Corporation, NC 
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USDA Ensures All Kids 

Can Get Free Meals 

This Summer as 

Nation Reopens 

Department Extends Additional 
Flexibility for Feeding Children 

Release & Contact Info 

Press Release 

Release No. 0293.20 

Contact: USDA Press 

Email: press@oc.usda.gov 

(Washington, D.C., June 10, 
2020) – U.S. Secretary of 

Agriculture Sonny Perdue today 

announced a nationwide extension 
of another key flexibility for USDA’s 

child nutrition programs. This 
waiver allows local partners, who 

have been working overtime 

serving meals to kids during the 
health crisis, the ability to continue 

serving free meals to all children – 

regardless of where they live – for 
the remainder of the summer. This 

action is part of USDA’s ongoing 

commitment to making it as easy 
as possible for local program 

operators to get food to children 
impacted by the COVID-19 

pandemic. 

“As our nation reopens and people 

return to work, it remains critical 

our children continue to receive 

safe, healthy, and nutritious food. 

We are extending one of the 

significant flexibilities provided in 

March during the coronavirus 

national emergency to schools, 
summer sites, and other folks who 

operate our programs so they can 

best adapt to the situation on-the-
ground and serve our children 

well,” said Secretary Perdue. “This 

nationwide flexibility ensures 

America’s kids will continue to be 
fed this summer.” 

Since the start of the national 

public health crisis, FNS has used a 
whole of America approach to 

ensure those in need have access 

to one or more of the 15 nutrition 

assistance programs under USDA’s 
Food and Nutrition Service’s (FNS) 

umbrella. To date, FNS has 

approved over 2,800 flexibilities 

and will continue to work with 

states and other partners as the 
nation turns its focus to reopening 

in a safe way. 

Background: 

Since March, USDA has been taking 

swift action to ensure children are 

fed. In addition to this waiver 
extension, Secretary Perdue 

recently announced the extension 

of three additional nationwide 
waivers, giving child nutrition 

program operators the flexibility 
they need to continue leveraging 

innovative solutions in support of 

social distancing – such as delivery 
and grab n’ go – throughout the 

remaining summer months until 

school is back in session. 

The nationwide waiver extended as 

part of today’s announcement is 

for area eligibility, which allows all 
children in all areas to receive free 

meals through USDA’s summer 
meals programs. Typically, USDA 

funded summer meals sites are 

limited to low income areas. 

In addition to granting significant 

program flexibilities through both 

nationwide and state waivers, 
USDA has taken numerous other 

actions to ensure children have 

food to eat throughout the 

pandemic, including: 

• Rapidly launching 
the Meals for 

Kids interactive site finder 

– featuring more than 

60,000 sites – so families 

can find free meals for 

children in their area; 
• Approving 41 states 

for Pandemic-EBT, which 

provides food-purchasing 

benefits, equal to the value 
of school meals, to 

households with children 

who would otherwise be 

receiving free or reduced-

price meals at school; and 
• Distributing more than 10 

million meals in 36 states 

directly to low-income 

children in rural areas 

through Meals to You, a 
public-private partnership 

with the Baylor University 
Collaborative on Hunger 

and Poverty, McLane 
Global, and PepsiCo. 

These actions and more are part of 
FNS’s critical response to the 

COVID-19 outbreak. To learn more, 

visit www.fns.usda.gov/coronaviru
s and follow FNS on Twitter 

at @USDANutrition. 

USDA’s Food and Nutrition Service 

administers 15 nutrition assistance 

programs that leverage American’s 

agricultural abundance to ensure 
children and low-income 

individuals and families have 
nutritious food to eat. FNS also co-

develops the Dietary Guidelines for 

Americans, which provide science-
based nutrition recommendations 

and serve as the cornerstone of 

federal nutrition policy. 

Article Courtesy of USDA Rural 
Development  

Rural Development is Open for 

Business! 

 

They are to help those affected by COVID-

19. USDA Rural Development will use all 

available program flexibilities and 

contingencies to serve our customers 

across all of our programs. 
 

mailto:press@oc.usda.gov
https://www.usda.gov/media/press-releases/2020/05/15/usda-extends-flexibilities-paves-way-meals-kids-continue-through
https://www.fns.usda.gov/cn/child-nutrition-area-eligibility-waiver
https://www.fns.usda.gov/meals4kids
https://www.fns.usda.gov/meals4kids
https://www.fns.usda.gov/snap/state-guidance-coronavirus-pandemic-ebt-pebt
https://www.usda.gov/media/press-releases/2020/05/05/meals-you-serve-5-million-meals-week-rural-children
https://www.fns.usda.gov/coronavirus
https://www.fns.usda.gov/coronavirus
https://twitter.com/usdanutrition
https://www.fns.usda.gov/
https://www.fns.usda.gov/
https://www.dietaryguidelines.gov/
https://www.dietaryguidelines.gov/


 

What is National 
Homeownership 
Month? 
June is National Homeownership 
Month, a time to celebrate the 
benefits that homeownership 
brings to families, neighborhoods, 
and communities across America. 
But this year, it looks 
significantly different than we 
all could have imagined. 

For many Americans, 
homeownership is at risk – 
homeowners who have lost their 
jobs due to COVID-19 may find 
themselves needing to go onto a 
forbearance plan, while renters 
who had hoped to enter the 
housing market are suddenly 
shut out by tightened (yet 
temporary) credit restrictions and 
stay-at-home orders. 

Still, Americans generally agree 
that owning a home is one of the 
best vehicles for building 
wealth. In 2019, home prices 
continued to rise, resulting in a 
national 4% YoY growth in home 
prices from Dec 2018 to Dec 
2019. While the novel 
coronavirus has presented many 
issues for the American 
economy, we’ve continued to 
witness record-breaking volumes 
of refinances, and lately we’ve 
seen purchase volume begin to 
pick up. 

National Homeownership Month 
has gone through many iterations 
to get to where it is today, 
starting as a week-long 
celebration in the 1920s created 
by local real estate associations 
to a month-long celebration 
initiative created by HUD. Today, 
the mortgage industry continues 
the message of helping people 
realize the dream of responsible 
homeownership. 

Homeownership 
in the U.S. 

There continues to be a 
noticeable shift from renting to 
homeownership, especially 
among younger buyers. Although 
we believe this trend began in 
2015, it started showing up in the 
official homeownership data. 

According to Zillow, the average 
home value was $246,000 at the 
end of 2019, an increase of 
about 3.6%. Rising home prices 
leans into the idea that 
homeownership is still a top way 
for people to increase their 
wealth through home equity. 

Navigating the 
Current 
Environment 
In the past, we’ve discussed 
some hefty challenges facing 
first-time homebuyers such as 
low housing inventory, home 
prices outpacing wage increases, 
and large amounts of student 
debt when you consider the 
Millennial generation. 

On top of these existing 
challenges, our country is now 
navigating through a pandemic 
that has forced people to stay at 
home, thereby discouraging 
prospective homebuyers from 
looking and prospective home 
sellers from listing. Servicers are 
also working double-time to help 
distressed borrowers into 
forbearance and workout plans 
so they can stay in their homes. 

What Can We 
Do? 
There are plenty of mortgage 
products that can help first-time 
homebuyers get into a home and 
start building equity in a long-

term investment vehicle. These 
options include VA loans, HFA 
loans, FHA loans, and 
conventional loans with private 
mortgage insurance. While 
different loans make sense for 
different borrowers, conventional 
loans with private mortgage 
insurance have become more 
popular with first-time 
homebuyers, helping more first-
time homebuyers in the past year 
than any other loan products. 
While we in the mortgage 
industry can’t influence larger 
market trends like inventory, we 
can play our part by 
educating first-time 
homebuyers on their financing 
options. That means encouraging 
good savings habits, expanding 
knowledge of different types of 
loans, and showing the long-term 
payoff of owning a house. 

The more knowledge we can 
share with homebuyers, the more 
we can help get into homes and 
stay in their homes in times of 
hardship. We can also ensure 
they’re responsible homeowners, 
making them a safer investment 
for you. As mortgage 
professionals, that’s the best way 
we can honor National 
Homeownership Month. 

Courtesy of Genworth.com 

FNPH continues to be interested in our 
grantees contributing stories regarding 
the success of the families in your 
programs. We are certain all grantees 
are proud of the families they work 
with and we would like to spotlight 
them for all to see. Please submit your 
stories of the journey to 
homeownership of one, two, or a few 
of your families, a photo and 
authorization to FNPH. For more 
information or a submission, please 
email Stephen Lozada at 
slozada@fnph.org. 
 

https://www.corelogic.com/blog/2020/2/us-home-prices-ended-2019-on-an-upswing.aspx
https://www.cnbc.com/2020/05/26/new-home-sales-rose-slightly-in-april-as-prices-fall.html
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https://www.zillow.com/home-values/
https://new.mortgageinsurance.genworth.com/housing-finance-agencies?utm_medium=referral&utm_source=blog&utm_campaign=NHM19&utm_content=HFA
https://new.mortgageinsurance.genworth.com/housing-finance-agencies?utm_medium=referral&utm_source=blog&utm_campaign=NHM19&utm_content=HFA
https://new.mortgageinsurance.genworth.com/help-first-time-homebuyers
https://new.mortgageinsurance.genworth.com/help-first-time-homebuyers


 

• Home Ownership Month is here. 

Let us know of any success stories 

or what events you have done. 

• August 17, 2020 – pooling of 

unused 502/504 funds. 

• July 31, 2020 – 523 Grant 

Applications are due to your RD 

Area office and FNPH for review. 

• July 31, 2020 – Barry Ramsey is 

retiring. Thanks for all the years 

of service. Enjoy your new path. 

• For updated income limits visit: 

https://www.rd.usda.gov/files/RD-

DirectLimitMap.pdf 

• Single Family Housing Direct 

Eligibility Assessment tool: 

https://eligibility.sc.egov.usda.gov

/eligibility/welcomeAction.do?pa

geAction=assessmentType 

 
 

 Farmworker Housing Update 
Florida Non Profit Housing, Inc. acts as a Recipient/Non-Federal Entity for the Southeast Housing Consortium (SEHC). We 

provide Permanent and Emergency housing assistance to Migrant and Seasonal Farmworkers (MSFWs) The five states within the 

SEHC’s geographic service area, DE, FL, MD, MS, and VA have been served consistently by its members, with funding provided 

by the US Department of Labor (DOL) for a combined 228 years.  

 

The entire population of the United States depends on the manual labor of MSFWs to sustain its food and agricultural systems. 

The affordability of fresh and unblemished fruits and vegetables comes, in part, through cheap labor provided by farmworkers. 

Crop labor is low paying and hazardous work, which are further intensified by legal, cultural and geographic circumstances. We 

have provided a total of approximately 1,052 Migrant and Seasonal Farmworkers with housing assistance. 

 

Southeast Housing Consortium Members:  

Centro Campesino Farmworker Center, Inc. – Florida City, FL 

Delta Housing Development Corporation – Indianola, MS 

Florida Non-Profit Housing, Inc. (Lead Agency) – Sebring, FL 

Homes in Partnership- Eustis, FL 

NCALL Research, Inc. – Dover, DE 

 

 PERMANENT HOUSING SUMMARY:  

This Program Year approximately 373 individuals consisting of single Migrant and Seasonal Farm Workers (MSFWs and 

MSFW were served with permanent housing activities.  The services included assistance in establishing a household budget, 

explaining, reviewing credit reports, establishing credit, homeownership counseling. And rental move ins. All participants were 

referred to their respective One Stop Center, National Farmworker Jobs Program.  Some were provided guidance on how to seek 

jobs using internet.  

 

EMERGENCY HOUSING ASSISTANCE SUMMARY: 

Approximately 679 individuals consisting of single MSFWS and MSFW families to retain their current housing. This assistance is 

be limited to help with rent or utility payments and or rental move-in expenses.  The payments were made directly to the utility 

companies or landlords. 

 

USDA Extends Foreclosure and Eviction Relief on 
Single Family Housing Direct Loans 

U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) Deputy Under 
Secretary for Rural Development Bette Brand today 
announced USDA extended foreclosure and eviction 
moratorium for all Single-Family Housing Direct Home 
Loans through Aug. 31, 2020. 
 
The moratorium applies to 

• Initiation of foreclosures or completion of 
foreclosures in process, excluding vacant and 
abandoned properties. 

• Evictions of borrowers from properties bought 
with a USDA direct home loan. 

For more information on USDA Rural Development’s 
actions to support customers directly impacted by 
COVID-19 visit https://www.rd.usda.gov/coronavirus. 
 

https://www.rd.usda.gov/files/RD-DirectLimitMap.pdf
https://www.rd.usda.gov/files/RD-DirectLimitMap.pdf
https://eligibility.sc.egov.usda.gov/eligibility/welcomeAction.do?pageAction=assessmentType
https://eligibility.sc.egov.usda.gov/eligibility/welcomeAction.do?pageAction=assessmentType
https://eligibility.sc.egov.usda.gov/eligibility/welcomeAction.do?pageAction=assessmentType
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDEsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMDA2MjMuMjMzODc5MTEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5yZC51c2RhLmdvdi9jb3JvbmF2aXJ1cyJ9.iM1Zq4PnlzidU5GlF7iuCGUIJhWfsirlktWf2nGfLPU/s/312368916/br/80216977481-l


Trump Administration 

Invests $86 Million in Rural 

Broadband Service in Eight 

States 

Projects will Expand Business, 

Economic Development and 

Educational Opportunities 

Release & Contact Info 

Press Release 

Release No. 0304.20 

Weldon Freeman (202) 690-

1384 

Danielle Logan (202) 692-0324 
Jay Fletcher (202) 690-0498 

WASHINGTON, June 24, 

2020 – The Trump 

Administration today 
announced that the U.S. 

Department of 

Agriculture (USDA) is investing 
$86 million in rural broadband 

service(PDF, 110 KB) for 17,000 

people and businesses in eight 

states. 

“Access to high-speed 

broadband internet, or e-

Connectivity, is a cornerstone 
of prosperity anywhere, but 

especially in America’s rural 

communities,” said USDA 
Deputy Under Secretary for 

Rural Development Bette 

Brand. “Under the leadership 

of President Trump and 

Agriculture Secretary Perdue, 

USDA is committed to using all 

available tools and resources 
to increase e-Connectivity 

across rural America because 

we know when rural America 

thrives, all of America thrives.” 

USDA is providing loans to six 
telecommunications providers 

to build, expand and improve 

broadband services in 
Alabama, Arkansas, Iowa, 

Illinois, Indiana, Tennessee, 

Texas and Wisconsin. Below 

are examples of projects that 
USDA is funding through 

the Telecommunications 

Infrastructure Loan and Loan 

Guarantee Program: 

• The Ardmore 

Telephone Company 

Inc. is receiving a $20 

million loan to install 

435 miles of Fiber-to-
the-Premises (FTTP) in 

Ardmore, New Market 

and Elkmont, Ala.; and 
in Minor Hill and 

McBurg in Tennessee. 

• The Pulaski-White Rural 
Telephone Cooperative 

is receiving a $19 

million loan to install 

355 miles of Fiber-to-
the-Home (FTTH) 

technology in the 

Buffalo and Star City 

exchanges in Indiana. 

• In Wisconsin, the 

Chibardun Telephone 
Cooperative Inc. is 

receiving a $10 million 

loan to install 328.5 

miles of Fiber-to-the-
Premises (FTTP) to 

serve the rural areas of 

the Prairie Farm and 
Sand Creek exchanges. 

Since October 2019, USDA has 

invested $744 million to bring 
high-speed broadband e-

Connectivity to 172,000 

households, 19,000 rural small 
businesses and farms, and 

more than 500 health care 

centers, educational facilities 
and critical community 

facilities in 34 states. 

The Telecommunications 

Infrastructure Loan and Loan 
Guarantee Program is one of 

several USDA rural broadband 

programs. On April 20, 2020, 
USDA announced the 

department has received 172 

applications for $1.57 billion in 

round two of the ReConnect 

Pilot Program. The second 

round will enable USDA to 

implement innovative new 
solutions to rural connectivity 

by leveraging financial options 

with our partners and 
continuing the success of the 

first round of funding. The 

application window for round 

two closed on April 15. 

USDA Rural Development 

provides loans and grants to 

help expand economic 
opportunities and create jobs 

in rural areas. This assistance 

supports infrastructure 
improvements; business 

development; housing; 

community facilities such as 
schools, public safety and 

health care; and high-speed 

internet access in rural areas. 

For more information, 

visit www.rd.usda.gov.  

FLORIDA NON-PROFIT HOUSING, INC. 

3909 Kenilworth Boulevard 

P.O. Box 1987 

Sebring, FL  33871-1987 

863-385-1643 

www.fnph.org 
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